
Santa Cruz Metropolitan Transit District (METRO) is delighted to launch One Ride 
at a Time, an innovative campaign to showcase the environmental benefits of 
transit, encourage bus ridership and protect Santa Cruz County’s extraordinary 
natural resources.

Our home, the Monterey Bay region, is the hottest hotspot for biodiversity in North America, 
according to the Nature Conservancy. Its dynamic confluence of land and sea creates unique 
ecosystems and supports iconic wildlife from secretive mountain lions to majestic blue whales.

Beginning in January 2023, every ride on a METRO bus donates to our partners in protecting  
the environment: the Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary Foundation and the  
Bay of Life Fund.  

One Ride at a Time is made possible by a partnership between METRO, Santa Cruz County Regional 
Transportation Commission (SCCRTC), Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary Foundation, Bay of 
Life Fund, and renowned photographer-writer team Frans Lanting and  
Chris Eckstrom.

We invite you to join us in protecting our Monterey Bay, one ride at a time!

Why METRO Is Leading This Campaign

Established in 1968, METRO’S mission is to provide environmentally sustainable transportation to 
Santa Cruz County. METRO directly operates county-wide, fixed-route and Highway 17 commuter 
service, with connections to Santa Clara County and Monterey Salinas Transit at our Watsonville 
Transit Center. The agency also operates ParaCruz paratransit service. Today METRO operates a fleet 
of 94 buses on at least 24 fixed-routes and 32 paratransit vehicles.

Every ride on a METRO bus takes cars off the road, significantly reduces greenhouse gas emissions, 
and supports economic opportunity and quality of life in our community. Moving into the future, 
METRO strives to meet the following goals:

•	 Increase transit ridership to 7 million trips annually within the next five years
•	 Transition to a zero-emissions fleet with a mix of hydrogen and electric vehicles
•	 Increase affordable housing at METRO-owned transit centers to 175 units  

in the next 10 years. 

One Ride at a Time is an opportunity to not only educate the public about the benefits of public 
transit and the unique natural resources of the Monterey Bay but also inspire people to take action. 

The goal is to increase ridership and establish METRO as the environmentally smart transportation 
choice for Santa Cruz County while supporting organizations making a difference in our community. 
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